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WIN Gallery invites you
to aregal “Retrospective” by Marinela Mantescu-Isac,
celebrating 70 years of a well thought,

well lived and well portrayed life
in the spirit and service of the arts

Between the alert rhythm of life and the mundane tasks that occupy the largest portion of the
day, art often gets relegated by most people to a secondary set of priorities: desirable but dispensable.
The irony is that, looking back, the memories that most enlighten the mind and soothe the soul are
those connected with making and seeking beauty. An earlier and greater awareness of it would
perhaps change the choices that we make but as Soren Kierkegaard famously said: “Life can only
be understood backwards but it must be lived forwards”.

Ms. Marinela Mantescu-Isac dedicated her entire life to one goal: becoming an artist not only
by mastering the technique of painting but by exploring the depths of human emotion and
understanding theconstant chess game between the transient and the unchangeable. The result is
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an extraordinary collection of works that encompasses a variety of themes, from still lifes, to portraits
and complex compositions that allude to the duality of the individual, between mask and character. In
each of them there is the evanescence, the aura, the immortalization of the fleeting moment.

The landscapes have a quasi-sensory quality to them, a vibrancy and musicality dictated both
by color and the bold brushstroke. In her marines, for instance, the wind, the waves, the coastal
vegetation can almost be heard and touched. The sensation is that you are not only seeing but
breathing in the spirit of that time and place.

The heroes of her works are highly elaborate, enigmatic, with expressions that fuse joy with
nostalgia, the appearance with the profound. Approaching classical themes like the circus or other
venues of public entertainment, she exposes the timeless dichotomy between what people show
and what they hide - by means of role, mask, convention or simply conniving impulses. Extrapolating
the scene, it is the perpetual performance of humanity.

Having celebrated her 70th birthday this year (2024), Ms. Marinela Mantescu-lsac is
bestowing upon WIN Gallery the honor to display works made throughout her career. Her prestige
has long expanded beyond the borders of Romania and she is present in many private and
public collections across the world, including: the United States, Canada, Switzerland, France,
Germany, Japan, Israel, the Netherlands and many others.

For WIN Gallery, it is a particularly festive occasion because Ms. Mantescu-lsachas been a
driving force, an inspiration, a mentor and the curator of many exhibitions since our debut.
A “Retrospective” is by definition a hint at things past but this collection is especially, purposefully
about the future. It is a perspective on art as practice and passion, a contemplation on the ways in
which it elevates each of us to a superior level of thinking and acting. Art holds immense,
transformative potential but it is our hands, our eyes and our minds that hold the power to unleash it.

Cristian Pascu - Patron of the Arts
Irina Stoenescu - Chairlady
Catalin Gurita-Manole - Director of Experience




WIN Gallery va invita
la o ,Retrospectiva” regala a Marinelei Mantescu-Isac,
marcand 70 de ani de viata bine gandita,
bine traita si bine intruchipata,
in spiritul si in slujba artelor

Intre ritmul alert al vietii si sarcinile banale care ocupa cea mai mare parte a zilei, arta este adesea
relegata, de catre majoritate, unui set secundar de prioritati: dezirabil, dar dispensabil. Ironia este ca,
privind in urma, amintirile care lumineaza cel mai mult mintea si mangaie sufletul sunt cele legate de a face
si de a cauta frumosul. O constientizare mai timpurie si mai adanca a acestui adevar ar schimba poate
alegerile pe care le facem, dar asa cum spunea Soren Kierkegaard: ,Viata poate fi inteleasa doar privind in
urma, dar trebuie traita doar privind Tnainte”.
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Doamna Marinela Mantescu-Isac si-a dedicat intreaga viata unui singur scop: sa devina artist
nu doar prin stapanirea tehnicii picturii, ci prin a explora profunzimile emotiei umane si a intelege
perpetuul joc de sah dintre efemer si imuabil. Rezultatul este o colectie impresionanta de lucrari ce
cuprind o varietate de teme, de la naturi statice, la portrete si compozitii complexe care fac aluzie
la dualitatea individului, intre masca si caracter. In fiecare dintre ele se regiseste evanescenta, aura,
imortalizarea clipei in zborul ei.

Peisajele au o calitate cvasi-senzoriala, o vibratie si o muzicalitate dictate atat de culoare, cat si
de tusa indrazneata. In marinele sale, de exemplu, vantul, valurile, vegetatia de coasta aproape ca pot fi
auzitesi atinse. Senzatia este dincolo de a vedea, poti respira spiritul acelui timp si loc.

Eroii lucrarilor sunt sofisticati, enigmatici, au expresii care imbina bucuria cu nostalgia, aparenta
cu realitate interioara. Abordand teme clasice cum sunt circul si alte locuri de divertisment public, expune
dihotomia atemporala dintre ce arata si ce ascund oamenii - prin intermediul rolului, mastii, conventiei
sau, pur si simplu, fatarniciei. Extrapoland scena, acesta este spectacolul continuu al umanitatii.

Anul acesta (2024), doamna Marinela Mantescu-Isac a sarbatorit implinirea varstei de 70 de ani,
iar acum acorda WIN Gallery onoarea de a expune lucrari realizate de-a lungul intregii sale cariere.
Prestigiul sau a depasit de mult granitele Romaniei, operele sale aflandu-se in numeroase colectii
private si publice din intreaga lume, printre care: Statele Unite, Canada, Elvetia, Franta, Germania,
Japonia, Israel, Olanda si multe altele.

Pentru WIN Gallery este o ocazie deosebit de festiva, in virtutea faptului ca doamna
Mantescu-lsac a fost si o forta motrice, o inspiratie, un mentor si curatorul multora dintre expozitii
inca de lainaugurarea noastra. O ,Retrospectiva” face prin definitie trimitere la lucruri trecute, dar aceasta
colectie este iTn mod special, in mod intentionat despre viitor. Este o perspectiva asupra artei ca profesie si
pasiune, o contemplare a modurilor in care ne poate ridica pe fiecare dintre noi la un nivel superior de
gandire si actiune. Arta are un potential imens, transformator iar mainile noastre au puterea de a-|
materializa.

Cristian Pascu - Promotor al artelor
Irina Stoenescu - Presedinte
Catalin Gurita-Manole - Director al Experientelor




"THE CIRCUS” - BALLERINA
Oil / canvas, 120x120 cm, 2024

"CIRCUL” - BALERINA
Ulei / panza, 120x120 cm, 2024

2004 - member of the Association of Creative Women in Fine Art from Romania | 1980
- member of the Union of Fine Artists of Romania | 1978 - Graduated from the
Institute of Fine Arts N. Grigorescu - Painting department under Prof. of Corneliu
Baba and Marius Cilievici.

Awards and nominations: 2013 - Diploma of Excellence - Dacoroména Academy,
Bucharest | 1998 - Medal of Merit - Prince Paul of Romania Foundation, in honor
of  the outstanding merits in the service of Romanian Art | 1984 - Prize for Painting
- National Exhibition of Painting, Graphics and Sculpture, Dalles, Bucharest | 1977 -
Award for Painting at the Annual Congress of Literary and Artistic Creation,
Amphitheater Magazine, Bucharest, Romania.

Solo / group exhibitions / workshops national and wordwide: 2024 — WIN Gallery
Bucharest | 2023 - Simeza Art Gallery | 2019 Artoteca Gallery - The Metropolitan
Library Bucharest | Brancusi Room - The Palace of Parliament | 2016 - National
Military Circle, Bucharest | 2015 - Museum Complex of Bistrita Nasaud | 2015 -
DANA Art Gallery, lasi | Painting / sculpture exhibition showcasing Marinela
Mantescu and lon Mandrescu - Simeza Gallery, Bucharest | 2014 - Creative retreat
exhibition in Balcic, Bulgaria | 2012 - Frezia Gallery, Dej Romania | Ana Gallery,
Bucharest Romania | UART Gallery, Bucharest | 2003 - Vernescu Home - Bucharest
| 2001 Cultural Inspectorate of Bistrita Nasaud, Romania | 1997 - World Trade
Center, Sofitel Hotel Bucharest | 1993 - Dresda, Eggenfelden, Germany | 1992 -
Orizont and Simeza Gallery, Bucharest.
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COMPOSITION “THE GUITAR PLAYER”
Oil / canvas, 120x120 cm, 2008

COMPOZITIE “CHITARISTUL”
Ulei / panza, 120x120 cm, 2008

Other exhibitions: Portrait Pro-Boholt, Sutu Museum, Bucharest | Painters at the
Synagogue of Bistrita Nasaud | Painters at Sozopol, Sutu Museum - Bucharest | The
Portrait in Romanian Painting, Cotroceni National Museum | Contemporary Feminine
Art, The Palace of Culture, lasi, Romania | Solo exhibition at the Rudolf Schweitzer
Cumpdna Museum, Pitesti, Romania | Painters at Balcic, Queen Mary's Palac, Balcic,
Bulgaria

Over 50 personal exhibition and 160 group exhibitions in Romania and abroad,
including: Balchik, Sofia, Bulgaria; Mettingen and Ibbenvren, Germany; Stockholm,
Sweden; Kosice, Czechoslovakia; Paris, France.




COMPOSITION I
Oil / canvas, 120x120 cm, 2008

COMPOZITIE II
Ulei / panza, 120x120 cm, 2008

2004 - membra a Asociatiei Femeilor Creatoare in Arta Plasticd din Romania |
1980 - membru al Uniunii Artistilor Plastici din Romania] 1978 - Absolventad a
Institutului de Arte Plastice N. Grigorescu - sectia pictura a profesorului Corneliu
Baba si Marius Cilievici.

Premii si nominalizéri: 2013 - Diplomd de Excelenta - Academia Dacoromana,
Bucuresti | 1998 - Medalia de Merit - Fundatia Printul Paul de Romania, pentru
merite deosebite in slujpba Artei Romanesti | 1984 - Premiul pentru Picturad -
Expozitia Nationala de Pictura, Grafica si Sculptura, Dalles, Bucuresti | 1977 -
Premiul pentru Pictura la Congresul Anual de Creatie Literara si Artistica, Revista
Amfiteatru, Bucuresti.

Expozitii personale / de grup / simpozioane nationale si internationale: 2024 - WIN
Gallery, Bucuresti | 2023 - Galeria de Arta ,Simeza” | 2019 - Galeria Artoteca -
Biblioteca Metropolitana Bucuresti | Sala Brancusi - Palatul Parlamentului | 2016 -
Cercul Militar National, Bucuresti | 2015 - Complexul Muzeal - Bistrita Nasaud |
2015 - DANA Art Gallery, lasi | Expozitia de pictura / sculptura Marinela Mantescu si
lon Mandrescu - Simeza Bucuresti | 2014 - Expozitia Taberei de creatie Balcic, Bulgaria
| 2012 - Galeria Frezia, Dej | Galeria Ana, Bucuresti | UART Gallery, Bucuresti |
2003 - Casa Vernescu - Bucuresti | 2001 - Inspectoratul de Cultura Bistrita Nasaud |
1997 - World Trade Center, Hotel Sofitel Bucuresti | 1993 - Dresda Eggenfelden,
Germania | 1992 - galeriile Orizont si Simeza, Bucuresti.
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STILL LIFE
Oil / canvas, 130x130 cm, 2001

NATURA STATICA
Ulei / panza, 130x130 cm, 2001

Alte expozitii: Portret Pro-Boholt, Muzeul Sutu, Bucuresti | Pictori la Bistrita-
Sinagoga Bistrita Nasaud | Pictori la Sozopol, Muzeul Sutu - Bucuresti | Portret in
Pictura Romaneasca, Muzeul National Cotroceni | Arta Feminind Contemporana,
Palatul Culturii, lasi | Expozitie Personald la Muzeul Rudolf Schweitzer Cumpana,
Pitesti | Pictori la Balcic, Palatul Reginei Maria - Balcic Bulgaria.

Peste 50 de expozitii personale si 160 de expozitii de grup in tara si strainatate:

Balcic, Sofia, Bulgaria; Mettingen si Ibbenvren, Germania; Stockholm, Suedia; Kosice,
Cehoslovacia; Paris, Franta.
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STILL LIFE WITH LILIES, PENDULUM AND OYSTER
Qil / canvas, 80x80 cm, 2017

NATURA STATICA CU CRINI, PENDULA SI SCOICA
Ulei / panza, 80x80 cm, 2017

In the final analysis, Marinela Mantescu's painting represents a state of mind
arising from the relation of the self to this spiritual-aesthetic proposal, to this visual
philosophy, clearly and emphatically stated, constructed in ways that makes it lyrical
and exuberant.

Marius Tita, ,Harmony and gesturalismin Marinela Mantescu’s work”, excerpt from
“Mantescu, Postelnicu Art Collection”, Coresi, 2019, p. 12

Pana la urmd, pictura Marinelei Mantescu este o stare de spirit ivitd din
raportarea la aceasta propunere spiritual - estetica, o filozofie vizuala, clar si
accentuat afirmata, astfel incét, raportare sa fie lirica si exuberanta.

Marius Tita, ,Armonie si gesturalism la Marinela Mantescu”, extras din “Mantescu,
Colectia de Arta Postelnicu Coresi, 2019, p. 12
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